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The Mass of the Children received its premiere in Carnegie Hall in February
2003. Scored for adult mixed choir, children’s choir, soprano and baritone
soloists and orchestra, this work is a Missa Brevis (a Latin mass without a
Credo) in five movements. Several additional English texts are included,
forming a progression from waking to sleeping that runs through the work,
a counterpart to the liturgy of the conventional Mass text. In Mass of the

Children, the composer has given the children’s choir a central part to play. It
is they, not the adults, who are heard at the initial onset, and their role
throughout is integral to the overall concept of the Mass.
In keeping with the “waking to sleeping” theme, the first movement opens
with the children’s choir singing lines from Bishop Thomas Ken’s fine
morning hymn, “Awake, my soul, and with the sun,” written around 1674
for the scholars of Winchester College. Next is an exuberant Gloria featuring
energetic, unequaled rhythms that are typical of Rutter at his liveliest. A
complete change of mood is introduced with the gently lilting harmonies of
the Sanctus and Benedictus. The Agnus Dei text is divided between the
fourth and fifth movements with the first part being followed by William
Blake’s moving poem, “The Lamb”, sung by the children’s choir. The final
movement begins with two prayers by John Rutter, for the baritone and
soprano soloists, based on verses by Lancelot Andrewes and St. Patrick. The
Mass now returns to the poetry of Bishop Ken. In one of Rutter’s most
inspired passages, the beautiful evening hymn, “Glory to thee, my God, this
night” is sung by the children to the sublime melody of Thomas Tallis’
Canon while the adults chorus chant “Dona nobis pacem” (“Grant us thy
peace”). The choirs are joined by the soloists and the combined voices
gradually bring the work to its peaceful conclusion.

--John Bawden

Also known as the “Huron Carol”, ‘Twas in the Moon of Winter Time is
Canada’s oldest Christmas song. It is a setting of the native Huron text,
originally titled “Jesous Ahatonhis” (“Jesus is Born”). The melody is based
on a French folksong called “Une Jeune Pucelle” (“A Young Maid”). When
French Jesuit missionaries traveled to “New France” (present day Canada)
in 1625, they encountered the native Wyandot people, an Iroquoian-speak-
ing people on the north shore of what is now Lake Ontario, and re-named
them the “Huron”. This piece, originally used as an evangelical tool by the
Jesuits, places the nativity scene in a context more familiar to the Wyandot
peo
heContinued on following pages…..
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singing the first verse of “Silent Night”, following a choir member’s 
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STEPHANIA ABELL, Music Director

Stephania Abell is currently in her 20th year of teaching in Oklahoma—she
has been at Norman High School since 2008—and has been the director of
The Norman Singers for 4 years. She is active as both adjudicator and clini-
ci

nus of Oklahoma’s own Canterbury Choir. Stephania is a former Vocal Jazz
Repertoire and Research Chair for the Oklahoma Choral Director’s Associa-
tion, and it’s current President-Elect. She has served as Vocal Vice Pres-
ident for Oklahoma Music Educator’s Association.

Stephania and her husband Chuck live in Norman and are the proud parents
of Zach and Ben.

JOSHUA CHISM, Conducting Intern
In his first semester as Conducting Intern, Joshua Chism
holds a BA in Music Composition from Missouri State and
an MA in Choral Conducting from the U. of Missouri. At
MU, he served as a teaching assistant for the School of
Music, assistant conductor for the MU Men’s Chorale and
Concert Chorale, conductor of the MU Outreach Choir,
and Director of the ArsNovaVocal Ensemble.

Joshua currently serves as the Minister of Music at Southpark Baptist
Church in OKC, conducting both the adult and children’s choirs in addition
to serving as the congregational worship leader. He is also presently a
student at the University of Oklahoma, pursuing a PhD. in Choral Pedagogy.
In addition to his academic endeavors at OU, Joshua is a Teaching Assistant
for the Music Education Department and an Experiencing Music Instructor.

In his spare time, Joshua likes to compose, garden, enjoy the theatre, and eat
sushi. He and his wife, Natalie enjoy traveling and playing card games.

Our LeadersOur Leaders

cian, judging concert contests as well as solo
and ensemble and serving as clinician for festi-
vals throughout the state. Prior to earning her
BA in Vocal Music Education from OU in 1999,
Ms. Abell served in the US Air Force, per-
forming and traveling extensively with the
elite troupe “Tops in Blue”. She is also an alum-

SUSAN BABCOCK, Accompanist

Susan Babcock is a native of Oklahoma City who
earned both her Bachelors and Masters degrees from
the University of Oklahoma. In addition to having
accompanied The Norman Singers for many years, she
is in popular demand as an accompanist for instru-
mentalists, choirs, and vocalists from local high schools
and universities.

people. In this carol (with text by Jean de Brébeuf), the baby Jesus was found
not in a stable but in a “lodge of broken bark”. He was wrapped not in
swaddling clothes but in a “ragged robe of rabbit skin”. In place of shep-
herds are hunters. Like so many indigenous peoples today, the Wyandot
have both a rich, modern culture and a storied history, one that includes
conflict with fellow indigenous tribes over rapidly shrinking resources and
dominant non-native cultures, the latter of which resulted in the Wyandot
removal from their traditional lands beginning in 1820. Today, 5,000 mem-
bers of this tribe reside in Wyandotte, OK, a small town in the northeast
corner of the state.

In this arrangement of Ocho Kandelikas, Jagoda revives her exciting
Chanukah memories. On each night of the holiday “matchmaking parties”
were held. While the small children sang and danced, the parents enjoyed
planning their weddings. Traditional almond-honey cakes were served as a
symbol of luck and happiness, an assurance of a successful match. The text
of this work is in Ladino, the language of Spanish Jews. Considered a
threatened language globally, Ladino is primarily influenced by Spanish,
Hebrew, and Turkish. Despite it having no official status in any country,
Ladino is labelled “our Spanish” by native speakers and is considered a
highly personal language. Today, it is mainly spoken by Sephardic minori-
ties, mostly in Israel. Currently, Ladino is making a comeback, predomi-
nantly through the medium of traditional music and song.

True Light combines the traditional “This Little Light of Mine” melody,
Hampton’s original music and words, and text from 10th century poet
Grigor Narekatzi’s “Book of Mournful Chants”. The repeated responses “He
lives in us as True Light” give solid impact to every phrase. As the final
phrases repeat, small alterations in texture, voicing, and dynamic generate
greater and more intense levels of excitement culminating in a powerfully
moving final phrase. “God gave the world True Light!”
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Special “thank you” to Josh Coats for his help      
in preparing this choir for today’s performance!

Kaitlin Picard
Michelle Puckett
Ella Richards
Jayden Ross
Audrey Sondag
Brynn Stroup
Averi Sweeten
Meghan Thomale
Patricia Tomte
Connor Willis
Jocelyn Wilmer
Lynsi Woolly
Kinsey Young

Composed of members of the Treble Choir, Men’s 
Choir, and Chorale of Norman High School



SOPRANOS

Anna Allen
Debra Baggett
Joan Baird
Samantha Boutin
Susan Bryant
Donna Clifford-Jones
Jeannine Desmarais
Rachel Griffin
Barbara Hobson
Nancy Littlejohn

Nancy Logan
Lisbeth McCarty
Kathryn McDaniel
Jess McLaughlin
Helen Morris
Chris Nanny
Melody Palm
Carol St. John
Ting Ting Tang Tang
Debra Thomas

BASSES

Chuck Bacon
Whitney Boutin
Tom Burke
Eric Casperson

Mark Mitchell
Chuck Palm
David Warren

ALTOS

Gail Barnes
Marles Bradley
Katie Chinn
Natalie Chism
Lois Cox
Melina Evard
Kathryn Gebauer
Alice Harrell
Taylor Huizenga
Chris Kane
Kristin Key
Autumn Losey-Bailor

Vicki Maenza
Gail Mason
Sara McFall
Cara-Lou Perryman
Nancy Peterson
Julie Rice-Rollins
Shaylynn Sienkiewicz
Pat Simons
Sonja Sipe
Karen True
Jennifer Walschap

The Norman SingersThe Norman Singers
TENORS

Anthony Bradley
Joshua Chism
Justin Conkling
John Madden
Elisha Moncrief
Casey Shapiro

Phil Sipe
James Snyder
Keith Thomas
Wiley Winters
David Zittel

CONCERT MUSICIANS

Leonor Javier, flute
Angela Walker, oboe
Jim Meiller, clarinet
Matthew Matheny, bassoon
Stephen Meiller, French horn

Richardo Souza, timpani
Christine Souza, percussion
Olivia Wilson, harp
Mark Osborne, bass
Vicki Shaeffer, organ

CHILDREN’S CHORUS MEMBERS

Aaliyah Davis
Chloe Dillard
Abigail Gibson
Kelsey Hayes
Ariana Jaffery
Marissa Lara
Chloe Loffer
Payton Lugafet
Greta Mansell
Lily Marsh
Leslie Moffatt
Jayla Neal
Leah Nelson

Special “thank you” to Josh Coats for his help      
in preparing this choir for today’s performance!

Kaitlin Picard
Michelle Puckett
Ella Richards
Jayden Ross
Audrey Sondag
Brynn Stroup
Averi Sweeten
Meghan Thomale
Patricia Tomte
Connor Willis
Jocelyn Wilmer
Lynsi Woolly
Kinsey Young

Composed of members of the Treble Choir, Men’s 
Choir, and Chorale of Norman High School



The Norman Singers gratefully acknowledge                               
the contributions the Oklahoma Arts                                       
Council has made to our organization                                              

and this performance

Like us on Facebook or visit our website at 
www.normansingers.org

Since 1979, the Norman Singers have 

provided the choral musicians of  our 

community a way to come together 

and share the love, joy, and fellowship              

that is singing.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th

2:30 p.m.

St. Thomas More 
Catholic Church
100 Stinson St.

Stephania Abell, Director

Susan Babcock, Accompanist
Joshua Chism, Conducting Intern

2020


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

